Since 1949, the 38th parallel was more than a political boundary, it was also a line delineating US and Soviet spheres of influence. 
No one starts a war -or rather, no one in his senses ought to do so -without first being clear it, his mind what he intends to achieve by that war and how he intends to conduct it...This is the governing principle which will set its course (and) prescribe the scale of means and effort which is required. 18
The US military objectives were changed three times in the first six months of the war. 
